
Welcome



Maths

In Reception, we follow a mastery approach to maths. We help children develop a deep and 
secure understanding of numbers and early maths skills laying strong foundations for the years 
ahead. 

These early maths skills are developed through play, exploration, and practical activities (you 
won’t see lots of recorded work). Children use real objects, games, and practical activities to 
explore maths in a fun and meaningful way.

Depth, not speed – we spend time really understanding each concept, like what the number 5 
means, rather than rushing ahead.

Fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving – children learn number facts, explain their 
thinking, and solve simple problems in everyday contexts.

Concrete – pictorial – Abstract – we start with hands on resources (like counters or cubes), 
move to pictures, and then introduce numbers and symbols.

The focus is on building confidence, curiosity, and a strong foundation for future learning.



Lunch, snack and water

Please talk through the choices with your child. We 
cannot change this on the day. If you wish to cancel or 
edit your child’s lunch choice please do so the Tuesday 
before, thank you.

Healthy lunch boxes please!

We ask children to bring a water bottle into school with 
just water inside please.



Reminders

• Wellies (as and when you can and labelled).  

• PE kit – named kit in school for Friday 3rd October 2025 (do not need 
trainers as we will be using the school hall).

• Red, Malmesbury Book bags only please – for space, please send your child 
with a school book bag, not a rucksack. Please DO NOT put drinks bottles 
in book bags as they leak on the school reading books. 

• Stud earrings only (not hoops or dangly) to be removed or covered for PE. 
No other jewellery. 

Thank you for your support.

Label
EVERYTHING!!



Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading in Reception, Phase 2 

(Autumn 1)

Teach reading: 
change lives

Phonics is: 
"making connections between the 
sounds of our spoken words and 
the letters that are used to write 

them down.”



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



• These are the first group 
of letters and sounds your 
child will learn.

• We start teaching from 
week 2 of Reception.

• The lessons have been 
designed to gradually 
build over time.

This term we are teaching Phase 2

We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your child 
needs additional practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



Blending to read words



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Reading tricky words

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


How we make learning stick



Reading and spelling



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

• children in Reception will bring a 
book home by week 4 of the first 
half-term.

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



Reading at home



School folders
At Home

Your child will bring home on THURSDAYS:
• A reading practice book 
• A reading record 
• Library book (for pleasure). 
Also, a phonics homework sheet explaining the 
learning for the week (FRIDAYS). 

Reading practice books will be expected back in school for the following 
Monday (new books can only be handed out when previous 
books are returned).

The library book will be sent home for a week- THURSDAYS. 

Please note; there will be a replacement cost for any lost or 
broken books.



• Your child should be able to read their 
book without your help.

• They might sound out words and blend 
them before they read them fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to them.

Wordless books 

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from 
the book to their experiences.   

Listening to your child read their phonics book
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome


The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is read 
with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



• If a child is never read to they will have heard approximately 
4,662 words by the time they are 5 years old. 

• If a child is read to 1-2 times per week, they will have heard 
approximately 63,570 words by the time they are 5 years old. 

• If a child is read to 3-4 times per week, they will have heard 
approximately 169,525 words by the time they are 5 years 
old. 

• If a child is read to daily, they will have heard approximately 
296,660 words by the time they are 5 years old. 

“One of the greatest gifts adults can give is to 
read to children” 

Carl Sagan


