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It's hard to believe that we've already completed the first half term of the year. It's
been lovely to finish the term celebrating one particular pupil's return to school after
recovering from a very serious illness. We are also celebrating every child's achievements
and the very special first term in school for all our children in the Reception Classes.
Particular congratulations to Year 2 for their lovely Harvest Celebration assembly on
Monday and Tuesday. Every time children stand up to do something like this, we see their
confidence grow and we're reminded of what a miracle each one of them is. Thank you for
your generous donations to the food bank.

The coming half term will begin with us celebrating STEAM week, supported by the James
Dyson Foundation and also Sweetnam & Bradley Engineering, which is based in
Malmesbury. Every class will fake part in some special activities as we begin to re-shape
our curriculum with the expert input of Dyson engineers. And then will begin the build-up
to Christmas... only 35 school days left! Have a restful half term and we look forward to
seeing everyone on the 4™ November.

Steve Heal

Malmesbury Abbey

This Friday evening, at 7:30, a play will be performed at

Malmesbury Abbey by the Riding Lights Theatre company. \

'Cups on a String' is aimed at ages 14+. It highlights how s

each of us can play a part in supporting the lives of ' LW%.
struggling children.

Tickets can be booked at the company's website:
Cups On A String | Riding Lights K' G
o



https://www.ridinglights.org/cupsonastring

A Massive Thank you to the FRIENDS

We are very grateful to the FOMPS (Friends of Malmesbury Primary School) for
funding repair work to the MUGA this ferm. This very popular part of the facilities was
originally paid for largely with Friends donations and it is now back in full use thanks to
their support.

We also want to express our thanks tfo the FOMPS who funded the cost of the
planetarium experience this term so that all the children in our school could enjoy this
magical experience (see later in the newsletter for more on this).

Over half term we hope to install a scooter rack near the back gate which the friends
have also paid for.

FOMPS is fundamental in helping provide funds that allow the children of our school
have wonderful facilities and the children to have valuable and immersive experiences.
If you want to help you can email friendsofmalmesburyprimary@gmail.com .They run
lots of events during the year and could always do with a helping hand.

<siends

of Malmesbury Primary School

Parking in Poole Road

Unfortunately, we again must ask that parents and carers do not use the Poole Road
area to park at pick up and drop off times. It causes congestion which is dangerous to
all children. It also deeply unpopular with people living near the school and we often
receive complaints. Can we suggest that people leave a little earlier and don't park
here.

The privately owned parking, with the brown paved surface, will be re-laid in the
coming months. It is lifting in places, and we have received a request from house
owners to contribute towards the cost because people accessing the school have
increased the wear and tear. The school does not have the funds to do this, but it
illustrates the complaints that we receive.



mailto:friendsofmalmesburyprimary@gmail.com

What an amazing start to the year! We have had so much-fun this term and are really proud of the way
the children have settled in.

The key focus for us, as always in the first term, is to get the children settled. They are getting used to
the routines and rules of school and it is incredible to think how much they have adapted to in such a
short period of time. They are learning to play alongside, share, and communicate with each other.
They have made many new friends and continue to play with old ones too.

Above all, we have been helping them to feel like their classroom is a safe and happy place for them to
learn in the most fun ways possible.

As you know, we have started our phonics scheme, Little Wandle. We have only been teaching it for a
few weeks, but we are already excited by the progress being made. Thank you very much for your
continuing active roles in this.

We have also been offering the children a range of experiences - encompassing maths, art, music, PE,
drama - that are woven around our topic of ‘All About Me’. We have also enjoyed learning about
Harvest (especially as we got to make pizzas after reading the story ‘The Little Red Hen makes a Pizza’).
Everybody thoroughly enjoyed the Planetarium, and we were very impressed with how much the
children already knew about space. Well done children!

Next term our focus will be ‘Let’s Celebrate!” and we will be involved with a Nativity performance-
further details will follow regarding this!

Have a restful break and we will see you again for another learning adventure next term!




Year1 MILEPOST1

WELCOME TO YEAR 1!
We have had a wonderful autumn term, from our farm
trip to making our own fruit salads and jam sandwiches.
The children have had a great time learning about
foods, where they come from, our bodies and how to
stay healthy.
It has been delightful to see the variety of meals and
foods the children have helped cook and taste at home.
We hope you have a lovely autumn break, and we
cannot wait to see you next term!




What a BUSY term!

It has been a fabulous term. DT has seen the chefs amongst
us, designing and creating delicious new hummus flavours.
I'm sure they could give the Apprentice show, stiff

competition. Hulk Buster definitely was a favourite within
our class.

We have been reviewing our full stops and capital letters
through our writing this term and getting to grips with
writing for a purpose. Our Gruffalo masks helped us to
remember adjectives and adverbs when writing instructions
on how to make a mask.

Harvest- Thank you for coming along to watch our Harvest
Festival. The children had worked really hard and it is
always rewarding for them to show of f their work to an
audience.




We would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has supported our collection for
our local food bank. Your kind generosity has
meant that we are able to donate so much and
help the families within our community.

Year 2 and 3 produced a fabulous Harvest Festival which expressed the
message of thinking of others and being thankful. Well done to all the children
in Year 2 and 3 for another marvellous Harvest Festival.




Milepost 2

We have had a fantastic first term back, with
lots of fun activities linked to our Temples Tombs
and Treasures topic. We followed the
mummification process on some tomatoes, to see
if we could preserve them as the Egyptians did
with their pharaohs.

We learned about the significance of the Rosetta stone and how it was used to decipher ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphs. Here are some of our replicas of the original stone.




We have talked about the many
gods that the Egyptians
worshipped, the incredible
pyramids they built, their
amazing symbol based language
and what daily life would have
been like for them. The
children have produced and
shared some excellent pieces
of homework, inspired by what

they have learned.




To round off the term we used our learning to help us design and make our own version of an
Archimedes' screw. Thank you for you continued support at home and we hope that you have
a restful break.

The Year 3 and 4 team.
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As we move towards the half term break, it has been lovely to reflect on the enthusiasm
that the children have shown this term in learning about our Science topic of Space
Explorers. The children have demonstrated some great teamwork in undertaking various
practical, scientific investigations. A particular highlight for many was learning all about
the phases of the Moon by using Jaffa Cakes as a means of explaining what happens. The
children definitely enjoyed munching their way through the ‘Moons’ once they had
completed the activity! The children have also enjoyed investigating how craters are
formed by asteroids and creating a model of the solar system using different fruits -
from a water melon to a peppercorn!

This term has also included a fabulous opportunity for all the children to enjoy a visit to
the 'Out of this World' planetarium experience - a real highlight for everyone, children
and adults included!

We have also been impressed with the effort and creativity that many of the children
have put into completing their homework tasks this term. The children have been sharing
presentations about the planets full of interesting facts together with their own space
craft designs.

Finally, we hope that all of the children and their families have an enjoyable half term
break and we are looking forward to starting of f the new term with a dressing up and
activities day to introduce our new topic of ‘Lest We Forget’, all about WWILI. This will
take place on Wednesday the 6™ of November.







Rugby Tournament
By Joshua and Jack

First thing in the morning, we had to get our rugby kits on and cover them with jogging
bottoms and then we had to go to school. We were so excited all day but had to wait until 10
to 3. We waited and waited. Eventually we went to the media suite and lined up in our groups.
We got on to the coach; we needed our water bottles, snacks(lots), and rugby boots.

The bus was fun but when we got there, we were even more excited. We didn't know what we
were going to expect, we did some warm-ups, but it was very muddy. Mr Watkins had a chat
with us and set the expectations for the fournament: First was respect. We needed to
respect everyone there, especially the referee. Second was fun and third goal was to win a
game or two.

The games were nearly ready, and we got ready. We were split into two teams. Mr Watkins
team went to the other side of the pitches and played there, whilst we stayed and did ours
on the left pitch.

The first team we played were Crudwell and happily we won, but the next game wasn't so
good, and we tied. We tried again and the next game we lost but the middle one we won.
However we hit our goals, we had fun and were respectful to all the other teams and
referees and we even managed to win! The other feam managed fo win a few more games and
we thought they stood a good chance of getting into the semi-finals.

We gathered to hear the results and find out who would go on to the next round. We were
really nervous, but we knew that we had done a good job whether we won, or we lost. Our 2"
team got into the semi-finals, and they played so very well. Unfortunately, they narrowly
lost to Ashton Keynes, who went on to win the whole tournament. Finally, we had lots of
hotdogs and squash at the end at the restaurant next door to the pitch.

It was a great day and we certainly had lots of fun!
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| PLANETARIUM

We were excited to see a massive purple bubble on one side of the hall
and learn more about a particular project. Once it was your turn, you
would need to take your shoes off in case you popped it.

! DURING SCHOOL

After break time, we took our shoes off and descended downstairs
into the hall. Once we had lined up and gone inside the
planetarium (after a ground-rules speech) we were sat down so
everyone could see and fit in. Soon after, Mario -the instructor-
started the film, about space. After the movie, which hurt our
necks because we had to look up the whole time, Mario showed us
pictures to help explain more while we asked him some questions.
He then stood one side up and lead us out to get back to class.

AFTER SCHOOL

At the end of a quick reminder of the rules, we went inside the
planetarium (after taking our shoes off). Then after a speedy
explanation, the film started -this time the theme was all about
Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution- it taught us a lot about
evolution. At the end of this movie, lots of people asked some
questions, such as, how long ago did he live?

The whole day was really excellent with a real buzz around the whole school. Have you been in the dome
yet? It's really cool! | loved it! Everyone was really grateful for Mrs Hampton organising it and we all
learned loads.

By Imogen and Leo in year 6



Dates for the Diary

(These are Subject to change)

Term 1
Wednesday 25™ September 6.30pm in the Hall - Year 6 Morfa Bay Meeting
Thursday 3™ October - Flu Immunisations
Wednesday 9™ October (10am) - Dyslexia Workshop (online)
Wednesday 16™ October - Planetarium Visit
Wednesday 23 October (full day) - Last Day of Term

Term 2
Monday 4™ November - Return to School
Monday 4™ - Friday 8™ November - STEAM week
Wednesday 6™ November - School Disco
Monday 11" November - Armistice Day
(Cubs, Scouts, Brownies - uniforms allowed)
Monday 11" November - Friday 15™ November - Anti Bullying week
Tuesday 12™ November - Parent's Evening
Friday 15™ November - Children in Need (Spotty)
Thursday 215" November - Parent's evening
Tuesday 3™ December (afternoon) - EYFS and Year 1 Nativity
Wednesday 4™ December (evening) - EYFS and Year 1 Nativity
Wednesday 11™ December - Christmas Dinner
Thursday 19™ December (morning) - Yr 6 Christmas Abbey Service
Friday 20™ December (half day) - Last Day of Term

Term 3
Monday 6™ January - TD DAY (No School)
Monday 7™ January - Return to School
Tuesday 11™ February - Safer Internet Day
Friday 14™ February - Last Day of Term

Term 4
Monday 24™ February - Return to School
Thursday 27™ February - Parent's Evening
Tuesday 4™ March - Parent's Evening
Thursday 6™ March - World Book Day (Sci-Fi theme)
Friday 215" March - Red Nose Day
Friday 4™ April - Last Day of Term
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Rugby Club

Welcoming new players to

our Minis & Juniors sections.

\ N - Join us for a free trial

(N~ - dgg. session!

All boys and girls aged 5
to 17 welcome.

TEtbury No prgvious rugdbyd
Minis & Youth Rugby SRR

From 1st September
. - Minety Playing Fields,
Sessions every Sunday morning: 10:30am to 12pm

Sessior SN16 9QU e
Sir William Romney School, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 S8AE y 7 j v www.minetyrfcyouth.org @
2x free intro sessions, school years 1-11 €3 ‘
Beginners to experienced players, all welcome .« o e facebook.com/MinetyRFC

www.tetburyrfc.com clubsecretary.tetburyrfc@gmail.com
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AUTUMN TERM 2024
ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT AND MALMESBURY

27018 YEAR OLDS
SINGING, DANCE AND DRAMA
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