
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Post 249, Tuesday 7th May 2024 

The summer term is well and truly upon us and it seems summer itself will finally show up this week. There’s 

nothing like seeing children on the school field, playing games or sitting on the grass under blossom-laden 

trees in the sunshine.   Soon it will be time to dust off the sun hats and sun cream children in the mornings. 

Please remember to send them in closed-toe shoes, for safety reasons. 

We had some superb responses to the Athelstan 1100 banner competition.  Thank you to all those who 

entered – we will be displaying these images around school as we celebrate this remarkable anniversary along 

with the town.  The winning entries from each age category are below. 

We continue to develop feasibility plans for the extension of the school in collaboration with the James 

Dyson Foundation.  Two broad options will be costed and the outcome of that process will be crucial to the 

future of the project.  Meanwhile, we are beginning work on changes to the curriculum to increase the role 

of STEAM subjects, in conjunction with Dyson engineers. Other schools in the area are enthusiastic about 

being part of the process and we look forward to collaborating with them.   

Read on to see the multitude of active, fun learning experiences which have already been crammed into the 

first two weeks of term... 

Steve Heal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Athelstan banner competition winning entries 

Years 3-6 Years R-2 



 

 

Retrieval Practise  

 

This year we have instigated a new teaching strategy at school.  

This is based around the idea of retrieval practise.  This is the 

process of using your memory to recall something that you have 

already learnt and that the more you practise the stickier the 

knowledge becomes and therefore the more likely you are to 

remember it.  It’s like remembering a telephone number: the 

more you say it and the more you have to recall it, the better 

you get at remembering it!   

 

Over the past couple of years, we have been working hard on our curriculum – making sure 

children learn in a sequence and that the learning through each topic and in each year builds 

on knowledge they have already learnt.  This means that previous learning is essential to 

access subsequent lessons.   As a result, we need children to recall previous knowledge. 

 

So, what does this mean for your children’s learning and what happens in class? 

 

It means in most lessons we get 

children to recall knowledge from 

previous learning that will support 

them in the lesson.  This is done 

through, mini quizzes, picture recall, 

recapping with talk partners, going 

over vocabulary and practising skills.  

The children use knowledge 

organisers which contain the key 

learning in the curriculum and use 

them to support their recall.   

 

For you to have a better 

understanding of what the children have learnt, we have attached last terms knowledge 

organisers to this Parentmail. This means you will be able to see the key facts that the 

children will have learnt and be able to, if you wish, discuss these things with your children.  

In the future, we will send the previous terms knowledge organiser home with the year group 

curriculum newsletter. 

 

If you want to learn a little more about the memory and why we are adopting the strategies 

we are to support the children’s learning, please watch the child friendly videos below: 

 

https://youtu.be/rf8FX2sI3gU 

https://youtu.be/TUoJc0NPajQ 

 

 

https://youtu.be/rf8FX2sI3gU
https://youtu.be/TUoJc0NPajQ


 

 

Malmesbury Smartphone-Free-Childhood  

  

Would you like to join a WhatsApp group with other carers who want to create a realistic 

choice for NOT giving their child a smartphone? If so, please text 07786 961249 to be 

added to the group! 

This newly formed group will do this by:  

1. Allowing carers to see that other families may share concerns or worries about mobile 

technology;  

2. Reassuring carers their child won’t be the ‘odd one out’ at secondary school and reduce 

peer pressure;  

3. Share useful info e.g. alternative phones and communication technology, new studies /info 

re impact of smartphones on children’s mental health.  

There might also be discussions about other initiatives people want to take to share the 

message. e.g. school or community group based initiatives. 

 

Please note: This is NOT a “no-phones / no-screens” initiative - it’s about sensible 

approaches to Smart phones and other technologies to safeguard children’s health and 

wellbeing in the digital world (web access, social media, and online forums/communications). 

 

Fencing  

 

Last Sunday, on the 21st of April, Jack, Aiden, Milly and Robyn attended the Pinewood 

Fencing Competition.  

They fought bravely, and Millie succeeded in arriving third place! It was her first 

competition; fifth place for Jack, and seven points scored for Robyn: it was her first time as 

well! 
  

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 

(Please not these may be subject to change) 

 

Weds 8th May – Class Photographs 

Fri 10th May – Class Photographs Reserve Date 

Fri 10th May - Year 4 Sharing Assembly 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th May – Year 6 SATS 

Tues 14th May – Year 1 Class Sharing Assembly 

Thurs 16th May – Tennis Festival 

Mon 13th May to Fri 17th May – Year 6 SATS WEEK 

Fri 17th May – EYFS Cotswold Farm Park Trip  

Fri 17th May – FOMPS Quiz night 7pm till late 

Tues 21st May – EYFS Sharing Assembly 

Weds 22nd May – Year 5 Class Sharing Assembly 

 

Friday 24th May Last Day of Term  

May Half Term 

Saturday 25th May to Sunday 2nd June 
 

Weds 12th June - Year 2 SS Great Britain Trip 

Thurs 13th June – Year 3 SS Great Britain Trip 

Fri 14th June – Father’s Day Gift Shop 

Tues 11th June – Sports Day (KS2 am / KS1 pm) 

Tues 18th June – Sports Day (alternative if wet) (KS2 am / KS1 pm) 

Fri 21st June to Mon 24th June – Year 6 Morfa Bay Trip 

Tues 2nd July & Weds 3rd July – Year 6 at Malmesbury Secondary School (move up days) 

Tues 2nd July – Year 5 Slimbridge Trip 

Weds 3rd July – Year 5 Life Path event 

Weds 10th July – Year 6 Production – Evening Performance to Parents 

Thurs 11th July – Year 6 Production – Evening Performance to Parents 

Fri 12th July – School Fete 

Mon 15th July – End of Year Reports 

Mon 15th July – Womad Rehearsal Week 

Thurs 18th July – Leavers Service Rehearsal 

Fri 19th July – Year 6 Leavers Service Malmesbury Abbey 

Fri 19th July – Year 6 Leavers BBQ 

 

Tues 23rd July – Last Day of Term 

Weds 24th July – TD Day 

Weds 24th July – Tues 3rd Sept – Summer Holidays 

 

Wednesday 4th September First Day of Term 



 

 

 


