
 
 
 
 

  

November is traditionally a gloomy month.  Here’s an old poem that sums up how some people 

will be feeling (maybe skip this bit if your optimism has taken a bit of a dent lately): 

 
No sun - no moon!  

No morn - no noon -  

No dawn - no dusk - no proper time of day -  

No sky - no earthly view -  

No distance looking blue -  

No road - no street - no 't'other side the way' -  

No end to any Row -  

No indications where the Crescents go -  

No top to any steeple -  

No recognitions of familiar people -  

No courtesies for showing 'em -  

No knowing 'em -  

No travelling at all - no locomotion,  

No inkling of the way - no notion -  

'No go' - by land or ocean -  

No mail - no post -  

No news from any foreign coast -  

No Park - no Ring - no afternoon gentility -  

No company - no nobility -  

No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease,  

No comfortable feel in any member -  

No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,  

No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds, -  

November 

 

But there’s no need for any of that.  Assemblies this term are focusing on the reasons we have 

to be cheerful and the things that bring us joy.  It’s so important to keep ourselves fixed on 

the positives, and on the day when this situation will be over.  So, reasons to be cheerful:   

It’s is all so much better for the children than the last lockdown.  We have some children 

isolating, but they will soon be back.  They have switched back to learning on Edmodo for a 

short while, but everything else in school continues as before.   

Lockdown itself is making our society safer.  Each day that people are not going out, infections 

will be decreasing and we look forward to the day when lockdown is lifted again. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 



  

Christmas is coming!  While it will be a bit different, many of the usual things that the 

children love so much are just around the corner.  From the 1st December children will be able 

to send Christmas cards to others in their class (there will be a 3-day quarantine period).  

Preparations for a virtual nativity and staff pantomime are well under way. Christmas dinner is 

arranged.  And in other ways which I cannot yet reveal, there could be more Christmas than 

ever at Malmesbury Primary School. 

 

Read on for more reasons to be cheerful… 

 

Mr Heal 
 

This year’s children in need focussed on children’s mental health, something 

very important to us here at Malmesbury Primary school.  This year we allowed 

the children to come in as them and we celebrated them in the classroom. You 

were asked for a donation to the charity and we couldn’t believe how much 

money you have raised.  From all donations we raised a whopping £572.27. 

Thank you all so much. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

We think it is fair to say that 2020 has been a very challenging year for everybody. But 

children have a splendid way of seeing the best in things. Your children continue to dazzle 

and delight us with their wonderful engagement with school life and their fizzing levels of 

joie de vivre. We are seeing some super learning from them and fantastic progress. It is 

appropriate, therefore, that this term our topic, ‘Snap, Crackle & Pop’, is all about 

celebrations. We are looking at what is celebrated around the world, and how, and why. 

But we are also celebrating the children and their wonderful development in the 

classroom. It is incredibly important right now to focus on the positives that life has to 

offer, and your children are giving us so much in which to rejoice this term.  

The children have really enjoyed the start to the term 

and learning about the colourful Hindu celebration of 

Diwali. As well as making Rangoli patterns, the children 

are also making beautiful Diwali lamps. 

We are also busily preparing a splendid Christmas 

performance for you. Your child’s first-ever school 

Nativity is an important and poignant moment for them 

and for you, and, while the performance may look very 

different this year, we are determined to stick by the 

old adage ‘The show must go on!’ Look out for future 

announcements on this subject!   

‘An age is called "dark", not because 

the light fails to shine but because 

people refuse to see it.’  
James Michener 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
  

Year 1 has really enjoyed their wonderful start to 

the term. This term we are learning about amazing 

toys. We have also been learning about the 

celebrations of Bonfire Night and Diwali. We made 

firework pictures and rangoli patterns and read the 

story of Rama, Sita and the Monkey king.   

We have had a sparkling start to our IPC theme 

‘Celebrations’. The fire-pit was brought out and 

marshmallows were toasted. The smell of smoke 

was on us and could be smelt by many throughout 

the school by the end of the day. A totally 

enjoyable day was had by all. 

 

Who knew the phrases ‘caught red handed’ and 

‘hung, drawn and quartered’? Came from the time 

of the ‘Gun Powder Plot’.  Well, your children will do 

now. The children have really enjoyed this topic and 

written great recounts about ‘The Gunpowder Plot’. 

 

Don’t forget to check our windows to see all the 

amazing artwork linked to our topics we are doing in 

class.  



  
 
 

 
  

We marked Remembrance Day in school with a 2-minute 

silence on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th 

month with the rest of the nation.  Every child in school 

showed their respect by sitting or standing in silence 

for 2 minutes – which is quite a feat for any child, 

especially an energetic 4-year-old!  

 

The silence was broken by the last post playing through 

our speaker system in school.  Mr Watkins got a bit 

carried away and turned the speakers up to 11! This 

resulted in the bugle echoing across Malmesbury. 

 

Children across the school have been learning about the 

importance of Remembrance Day from Year 2 to Years 

5 and 6: reading poems, producing art, and learning the 

history of World War I and II. 

 

Over the last two weeks, we have been collecting money 

for Poppies which will go towards the British Legion.  

We would like to say a huge thank you to you all for 

raising an amazing £355.44. 



 
 
 
  MILEPOST 2  

ANCIENT EGYPTIANS   
The children of Milepost 2 looked amazing for 

our exit point. We had fashion shows, Egyptian 

dancing and wrote amazing Egyptian story books. 

Year 4 tried to make pyramids out of cocktail 

sticks and fruit gums and Year 3 used green 

screen skills to make a class film. Well done to all 

the costume makers and thank you for a fun day. 

 

We began our new IPC unit with a fun 

experiment to create a Geyser out of mentos 

and diet coke. We carried out an experiment to 

see what happens when a volcano explodes. We 

used three different types of Diet Cola. Diet 

Pepsi, Diet Coke and Morrisons Diet Cola. The 

children predicted which brand would work the 

best and here it is! 

In the afternoon we 

carefully made some 

beautiful mosaic images. 

ACTIVE PLANET 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The governing body are pleased to inform you that Richard 

Jones and Vicky Lees have been elected to Governing Body 

as Parent Governors.  We would like to extend our thanks to 

all candidates who took part in the election process.   

On Thursday 5th November, we were 

joined by Richard Pomfrett, remotely, 

from the Stays Safe initiative.  He 

visited every class from Yr 1 to 6 to 

deliver internet safety lessons via 

Teams.  We learnt lots about how to 

stay safe on the internet and make sure 

we don’t share any information.   



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

World War II 
On Wednesday the 4th of November, we came into school 

dressed as World War II evacuees. First, we went into the 

Media Suite and we got into groups and went against the 

green screen to have photos taken in our costumes to make it 

look like we were by a train station. After that, we 

experienced what it would be like if we heard the siren for 

bombing so we had to hide under the table with our gas masks 

on and waited for the siren to stop. On the day, we were 

asked to bring in four special things that we wouldn’t want to 

leave behind if we were being evacuated from our homes such 

as family photos, games, cuddly toys and games such as 

marbles. After that, we were called out in groups and went to 

bake cookies but instead    

of sugar we put in carrots because sugar and sweet things 

were rationed. We did our WWII front covers for our topic 

books and all of ours looked amazing. We all had a great day.  

By Esme Iles and Jasper Smith Year 5. 

 

In the time of remembrance, Mrs Moss and Mr Gaffney’s class 

painted some beautiful paintings inspired by the ‘Flanders Fields’ 

poem and linked to our topic about WWII. First, we needed to get 

paper, paintbrushes, water pot and watercolour paints. Then, we 

drifted our wet paintbrush across the page to get a slightly wet 

surface. After that, we got our watercolours and used a tiny bit 

of blue colour and drifted it across the top of our page and yellow 

/ green at the bottom. Then we let it dry. This is called a ‘wash’. 

After that, we started painting the poppies and they started off 

bigger at the front and they got smaller the further back they 

went back to create perspective!It took us quite a long time to 

finish our paintings and, in the end, all of them turned out 

incredible! 

By Isobel White and Arthur Sandiford Year 6 
 

 



 
 

Firstly, thank you everyone for your amazing donations for Harvest Festival.  

Mountains of food and toiletries were picked up from our school reception 

just after half-term and were very much appreciated.  As a staff we will be 

donating to the Christmas Hamper Scheme but are not asking for donations 

in school.  If you would like to help support the local food bank this season 

you can find information about how to do this here: 

https://malmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/   

 

We know they are particularly looking for: 

• Christmas chocolates – especially for children 

• Shortbread 

• Small Christmas cakes or stollen 

• Mince pies – as long as the sell-by date is after the end of December! 

• Jars of nice jam or chutney 

 

We are aware that some people in our school maybe particularly struggling 

this Christmas.  If this is you, and you need help from the food bank, we are 

able to give out vouchers to those who may need them.  Please get in touch 

with us by phone or email; your call will be treated with complete discretion 

and confidentiality. We are here to help.  Email: admin@malmesbury-

pri.wilts.sch.uk  
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